VICAR’S REPORT FOR APCM 2006
Many thanks are due to many people for their contributions to the life of St Peter’s during the year covered by this report, namely 2005. It would be dangerous to name names, since there is always the fear of inadvertently overlooking someone. Nevertheless, I give my sincere thanks to all the Church Officers and members of the PCC, those who have cared for the maintenance and beauty of our church, both inside and out, and those who have run the Sunday School, social events, fund raising and pastoral care for our community. The Parish Church belongs to the Parish, but its well-being and continuance depends on just a few members of the Parish community. I trust the Parish is duly grateful for all your hard work, as I am.

Some statistics may be of interest relating to services in St Peter’s in 2005. We offer such a range of services that the list, I’m afraid, is quite long. These are the figures extracted from the church register:





Total Attendance
Average          Communicants

0830 Holy Communion 

281


8

281

1100 Family Communion
196


24

137

1100 Holy Communion

613


28

462

1100 Matins


224


22

1800 Evensong
 

51


 7
(discontinued in Oct 05)

Midweek Communion

210


 6

210

Special Services

Mothering Sunday

96

Good Friday


12

Easter Day


86




70

Harvest Festival


52

Remembrance Sunday          
135

Christingle

         
153

Carol Service

         
145

Midnight Mass


94




48

Christmas Communion

96




60

Other services

Christian Unity Service

20

Marriage Thanksgiving

30

Occasional Services

Baptisms


4

Weddings


2

Funerals


9

Memorial Services

2

Totals


        2,494
Attendance

1,268 
Communicants

These figures no not include attendances at occasional services or school services. They also only relate to St Peter’s Hurstbourne Tarrant; add in the services at Vernham Dean, Faccombe and Linkenholt, and you will find that this Benefice matches many a town parish.

All the work for which thanks have been expressed above is so that the worship of God and the provision of services for those who live in the parish can continue and flourish. This church continues to play a vital role in the community. Thank you for what you have contributed.

St Peter’s Hurstbourne Tarrant

Vicar’s Report for APCM 2005
While 2004 was a quiet year in terms of building up the fabric of the church (much work having been done in 2003), it was a busy year in terms of building up the Church. Our year was dominated by the “Caring for the Future” programme, a programme which began in October 2003 and is still continuing. The response so far, while not over whelming, is very encouraging, and we will need in 2005 to follow up every offer of help in whatever sphere of our corporate life as a church. My thanks to all who have worked (and are working) so hard on this initiative.

Our thanks are also due to those who have so consistently given of their time and talents to keep things going — churchwardens, church officers, PCC members, sidespersons, readers, musicians, flower arrangers, church cleaners, Sunday School teachers, carers for the church fabric and the churchyard, producers and distributors of the Parish Magazine, and many others. We must, however, remember, that all this hard work is aimed at producing a fit place for the worship of God. The figures of those who came to worship in 2004 may be of interest.

The total attendance over the year (including festivals) was 2,543, with 1,196 communicants. The average attendance for each of the various services we offer (with communicant figures where relevant in brackets) was:

Early Communion
9
Family Holy Communion 29 (21)

Holy Communion
36 (24)
Morning Prayer
19

Evening Prayer
 9
Midweek Communion
6

Special Services: Unity Service 25, Thanksgiving for Baptism 26, Mothering Sunday

61. Harvest Festival 52, Remembrance Sunday 100, Christingle 154,

Carol Service 134.
Easter 84 (48)
Midnight Mass 72 (54)

In addition, the School held assemblies each Wednesday during term time, with an average attendance of 100. There were 7 baptisms, 6 weddings and 7 funerals (including interment of ashes).

I am particularly grateful to those who have supported our services week by week and so ‘kept the rumour of God alive’. While anticipating the report for 2005, I should mention those who have left or are about to leave us. Sadly, both our Churchwardens are going. Nick has already gone. In addition, Bob Wood, our Covenant Secretary, feels it is time for him to stand down and Bob Green, who has been a tremendous help of the treasury side, is now committed to his home up north, and is also resigning. I feel this is an appropriate time to thank them for all their work, on your behalf and mine. Their replacements need to be appointed at this meeting.

Thank you for all the seeds sown in 2004; may 2005 see them begin to bear fruit.

Tom Goode

Vicar

APCM 2006  -  Children’s Church

The Children’s Church is held on the 2nd Sunday of each month and lead by Verity Lawrence and Debra Tooms.

Normally 9 or 10 children attend ranging in age from 4 to 12.   It is now held at Lower Farm with the kind permission of Mr and Mrs Tomlin.

The activities arranged each month are normally aligned with the main service and include prayers, singing and craft / drawing.

Funds from the Children’s Church go towards the sponsorship of a boy in Ethiopia. 










Debra Tooms

FABRIC REPORT 2006
1.
Hard of Hearing System
The Royal National Institute for the Deaf recommended An Infra Red System for the Church; an appeal realised the money and the system was duly bought. However it did not meet our requirements, was therefore returned and part of the money refunded. Since then, Dinah Murdoch kindly agreed that a PA sound system be bought out of Andrew’s Memorial Fund. This was installed by a firm called Sound Services and is a great success.

2.
Church Water Supply
In May 2005 the Diocese did not agree our proposals to take water from Parsonage Farm and the PCC had to reconsider the matter. It was agreed that we should apply to the Water Board for advice. The Board recommended M.D.S Water Services to install a pipe from the road into the Church and. the Board would then connect to the main. Application for a Faculty was sent to the Diocese in October 2005 and this was approved in February this year. The work has been completed and we now have a water supply from the road into the Church. Total cost £2,225.

The PCC is now considering a kitchen unit inside the Church.

3.
Curtains
Brackets were fitted above the South and West Doors and thanks are due to Jean Simonson and Ann Wimby who kindly made and hung the new curtains.

4.
Electrical and Lightning Conductor Inspections
Both inspections were carried out in May 2005 and all was satisfactory.










Ralph Richardson

CHURCHYARD WORKING PARTY
Paul Symes gave a report as Co-ordinator of the Churchyard Working Party.   He gave particular thanks to Alan Tomlin (his assistant), Daphne (coffee), Janet Coysh (Parish Magazine items) and the 4-6 regular volunteers who consistently turned out for the monthly Saturday working days.   He commented that at the start of the year the Vicar had given him a list of 27 named volunteers from the Heads Together responses.   Having visited or telephoned them and reminded many prior to each working day, 4 newcomers joined the list of volunteers so that, for most Saturdays, we had 6-8 workers.   This number enabled us to supplement the work of the contract grass-cutter and tidy the front, sides and back areas of the churchyard up to the bank beyond the memorial wall.   We have other areas we need to tackle, given more help, particularly the area either side of the memorial wall and to cut back some of the encroaching trees, hedges and undergrowth.   A further effort would be made for the coming season to recruit more volunteers.

BELLS AT ST PETER’S CHURCH - VISUAL CHECK

1. Today, the 28th of March 2006, I did a visual inspection of the bells at St Peter’s Church supported by some limited test for tightness of nuts and bolts, together with a further visual inspection for other faults e.g. worn ropes, woodworm or other infestation, security of the ladder rungs, etc. No faults were found.

2.
All nuts and bolts were inspected and about half felt by hand. About 1 in 10 were tested with a spanner. All ropes and their connections to the bells appeared to be in good condition. All bells and cappers swung freely.

3.
Within the conditions of dust and dirt in the belfry, no signs of current, active insect infestation were seen. (See the first recommendation below.)

4.
The treads of the stairwell up to the first floor and the ladder to the belfry appeared to be in good order.

RECOMMENDATION

1.
I recommend that the bells, the belfry floor and supporting structures for the bells be cleaned, say, by vacuuming, so that any wood dust caused by boring insects can be more easily detected.

2.
Such an inspection should be done at least once a year.

M. Nash.

COVENANTS
I took over the job as Gift Aid secretary last October.

It was agreed between the retiring secretary and myself that the books be brought up to date as far as April 2005, and then I would start at that point. This is because this job has to run along Inland Revenue tax years.

I was very fortunate to have a computer program recommended to me that takes out much of the data entry and calculations and make making a tax claim very simple. This has meant that it is no trouble at all to claim back the tax on the very smallest of donations if given via the Gift Aid scheme and I would urge everyone who is entitled to, to donate in this way.

We certainly do need those gifts. We have lost, through death, house move or choice, a great deal of income this year. I have attached a breakdown of gifts received and tax reclaimed which shows how little the giving has changed over the last 4 years but how very much it will reduce this year.

Our Quota has, on the other hand, increased by approximately 5% in each of these years, so the sums are easy to understand. We did manage to pay the quota last year, it is true, but only because the handing over of accounts meant that every last drop of Income tax refund from the previous period  up to April 2005 was claimed, plus I claimed for everything up to December 2005.

2006 may be a very different story.

Jan Caddey

Annual Receipts from Donors

[image: image1.wmf]Year

Tax Credit

Paid into c/a

Donor Receipts

2002

1,531.70

11,318.46

9,786.76

2003

2,200.96

10,480.00

8,279.04

2004

2,217.35

10,373.00

8,155.65

2005

4,163.28

13,161.00

8,997.72

2006

Anticipated

Receipts

7,462.00
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		Year		Tax Credit		Paid into C/A		Donor Receipts

		2002		1,531.70		11,318.46		9,786.76

		2003






